
 

 

 
Good morning. My name is Paul Paz y Miño and I’m the Associate Director at Amazon Watch, 
an organization that has campaigned against Chevron’s dirty and dangerous oil extraction in the 
Amazon and elsewhere since 2001.  
 
This Wednesday Amazon Watch will accompany Humberto Piaguaje, Secoya indigenous leader 
to Chevron’s shareholder meeting, where he will call on investors to demand moral 
responsibility and fiscal accountability from management for its environmental crimes in 
Ecuador. Chevron faces a $10 billion debt collection action in Canada as a result of the Supreme 
Court of Canada’s unanimous decision in 2015 on behalf of the affected Ecuadorians. 
 
Chevron is the largest single contributor among fossil fuel companies to global warming 
emissions. And for decades, Chevron, and other oil companies like ExxonMobil have conspired 
to deceive the public about the dangers of fossil fuels and climate change rather than supporting 
the transition towards clean energy. Meanwhile, local communities shoulder the burden of 
climate impacts, from being displaced due to glacier and ice sheet melting and rising seas, to 
experiencing health and environmental impacts through increased incidence of droughts and 
other extreme weather and precipitation.  
 
These companies' actions have not only had a disproportionate impact on climate – dangerous oil 
extraction and toxic waste dumping has harmed tens and thousands of people.  
 
In one of the most important corporate accountability cases in history, Chevron has spent billions 
to cover up its environmental contamination in Ecuador rather than simply cleaning up its mess. 
Chevron admitted that it deliberately dumped 18 billion gallons of toxic waste into unlined open 
air pits in the Ecuadorian Amazon, causing the worst oil-related disaster in history. Its engineers 
designed the system to divert runoff from those pits into local waterways, intentionally poisoning 
the water supply of 30,000 people. These pits continue to pollute their drinking water to this day.  
In California, after it was sued by the City of Richmond for a refinery fire that sent 15,000 
people to the hospital, Chevron spent millions to try to buy the local election rather than help the 
affected people. 
 
In summary, both the Chevron and ExxonMobil brands have committed environmental and 
human rights violations that have produced severe consequences both in local communities 
where they operate and on a larger, global scale via climate change. As a result, both brands have 
suffered significant reputational and legal damage which has had a direct impact on the business 
and shareholder value. Investors and impacted community groups are demanding accountability 
and transparency from Chevron, ExxonMobil and other fossil fuel companies for the 
environmental and human rights consequences of their operations.    
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