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Statement of Sister Patricia Daly, OP 

My name is Sister Patricia Daly. I am a Dominican Sister of Caldwell, NJ and the 

Executive Director of the Tri-State Coalition for Responsible Investment. Today I will be 

discussing item #11 on the proxy ballot, which we filed with 32 other institutional 

investors calling on ExxonMobil to acknowledge the moral imperative to limit global 

warming to 2 degrees Celsius. 

While our past proposals with ExxonMobil have always been grounded in justice, even 

when asking for Greenhouse Gas Reduction Targets, as the company has failed for 20 

years to take adequate steps, this year we felt the need to focus on the moral case for 

climate action more explicitly.  By robustly challenging this resolution at the Securities 

and Exchange Commission and ultimately opposing it in the proxy statement, 

ExxonMobil has chosen to disregard the consensus of the scientific community, the will 

of the 195 nations that signed the Paris Climate Agreement, the calls of faith leaders 

from the Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, and interfaith traditions, and many of its 

peers in the oil and gas industry, pitting itself against climate justice. As the world moves 

forward, ExxonMobil stands still. Accepting the moral obligation of the 2-degree target 

in the midst of a crisis of this magnitude is surely the lowest hurdle this company will face 

on the question of climate change.  

Every day, new reports and incidents demonstrate the importance of the 2 degree 

target for the sake of our planet’s health, the development and well-being of future 
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generations and the survival of vulnerable communities hardest hit by climate change. 

As record wildfires continue to rage in Alberta, disrupting the production of the very tar 

sands fueling global warming, we can see the impacts of even today’s warming all 

around us. In a world already facing the worst refugee crisis in generations, continued 

conflict and war, and projected extreme heat waves that will render parts of the world 

uninhabitable, we simply must limit warming to 2 degrees Celsius. There is no time to 

lose, as decades have already been lost in the fight against climate change, due in 

part to ExxonMobil’s financing of a deliberate campaign of disinformation, yet today 

the Company continues to delay action. 

ExxonMobil has spoken proudly of its response to moral challenges, and claims it plays 

an important role in lifting people out of poverty. In a speech last year at the Annual Oil 

and Money Conference, CEO Rex Tillerson said, “there is also a humanitarian dimension 

and a moral imperative to what we do.” Today we ask ExxonMobil to acknowledge the 

full breadth of its moral responsibilities. The Company must strike a more appropriate 

balance that does not position increasing energy access against meeting the 2 degree 

target. We will be confronting ExxonMobil with this challenge on Wednesday and are 

pleased that investors will be able to send their strong message of support to the Board 

and Management in this call for climate justice. 
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