
Water Impacts of Business Operations 
2016 – Sanderson Farms, Inc. 

  
  
WHEREAS, Sanderson Farms is exposed to environmental, reputational, and financial risk associated 
with water pollution from its direct operations, including poultry processing, hatcheries, feed mills, contract 
farms, and suppliers. 
  
Water is a critical resource for Sanderson Farms’ direct operations, the production of feed inputs, the 
safety of food produced, and safeguarding the communities in which Sanderson Farms operates. 
Developing and implementing a water stewardship policy across its interests will help to ensure that this 
critical resource is protected. 
  
WHEREAS, Sanderson Farms’ processing plants produce wastewater that is either directly discharged 
under permit into surface water or is sprayed on fields, presenting a threat to groundwater and surface 
water. This wastewater contains chemicals deemed toxic by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Wastewater from company processing plants is discharged directly into surface waters. The EPA 
has issued numerous notices of violation to Sanderson Farms for inadequately treating its wastewater. 
  
WHEREAS, a substantial amount of waste is created by the contract poultry farms supplying Sanderson 
Farms’ processing facility. The amount of waste produced at Sanderson Farms’ contract chicken farms 
creates a very real threat of pollution due to excess nutrients, bacteria, including antibiotic resistant 
bacteria and pathogens, and pharmaceutical residue. 
  
WHEREAS, in January of 2015, a federal judge ruled that groundwater pollution from manure from 
livestock facilities posed an imminent and substantial endangerment to the environment and people who 
drink the water.  The federal court rule that improperly managed manure is solid waste and should be 
treated as such. This waste is collected and stored in large, uncovered piles from which these pollutants 
can run off into neighboring streams, endangering the environment, public health and public water 
supplies. 
  
WHEREAS, Sanderson Farms’ Corporate Responsibility Program does not adequately address water 
quality concerns. Nor does the company provide the metrics and transparency necessary to enable 
shareholders to assess environmental performance and consequences, including civil and administrative 
penalties and negative publicity, associated with regulatory non-compliance. 
  
RESOLVED: Shareholders request the Board of Directors adopt and implement a water stewardship 
policy designed to reduce risks of water contamination at Sanderson Farms’ owned facilities, facilities 
under contract to Sanderson Farms, and its suppliers. 
  
Supporting Statement:  The water stewardship policy could be added to the existing Corporate 
Responsibility Program. The policy should: 
  

•         Encourage leading practices for nutrient management and pollutant limits in its direct operations, 
contract farms, and suppliers and provide financial and technical support to help implement the 
water stewardship policy; 

•         Develop and implement robust and transparent measures to prevent any and all water pollution 
incidents; 

•         Develop and implement specific time-bound goals to ensure conformance with the water 
stewardship policy; and 

•         Develop and implement a transparent mechanism to regularly disclose progress on adoption and 
implementation of the water stewardship policy. 

 


