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Watershed and Environmental Protection Program of EcoWEB 

 

“Protect Our Water, Secure our Future” 

Watershed is not simply the hydrological unit but also socio-political-ecological entity 

which plays a crucial role in determining food, social and economical security and 

provides life support services to the people. With this importance, Watershed 

Management has increasing been realized to be an essential component of 

sustainable water development. Thus, achieving it has not been an easy task in which 

requires a concurrent accomplishment of many task, among which EcoWEB is 

integrating in their approach. EcoWEB, Inc. is an NGO that has been involved for so 

long in the protection and management of the environment in Partnership with 

various concerned NGOs, CSOs, Private Sectors and Government agencies. 

The major focus has been on the protection of watershed and river basins especially 

in rural communities where people has depended much on environmental resources 

for a living. Multi-disciplinary approach was adopted by EcoWEB for its environmental 

and watershed protection program. Its approach links the conservation of terrestrial 

ecosystem so as to minimize the potential and possible catastrophic effects on the 

surrounding aquatic bodies (rivers and/ lakes). In the process of doing so, EcoWEB 

has introduced alternative sustainable livelihood projects for the rural communities 

so that utilization pressure will be minimized (or eradicated) on both terrestrial and 

aquatic resources. 
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At the moment, EcoWEB have 3 major Watershed and Environmental Programs. 2 

are still in the formulation stage and these are Mandulog River Basin Management 

Program and Mt Inayawan Range Natural Park. The one under implementation stage 

is called Mt Gurain Forest and Biodiversity Conservation. EcoWEB’s Watershed and 

Environmental Programs has been characterized by one common objective which is 

to protect the environment and watershed system through the provision of 

alternative sustainable livelihoods and also works on assisting the communities in the 

access of clean and safe water resources. 

Mt. Gurain is one of the remaining natural forest in Lanao del Norte, Philippines that 

has been part of the Key Biodiversity Area. EcoWEB, in partnerships with other 

service providers particularly the GIZ-PAME has been in cooperation in aiming the 

protection and conservation of the remaining 1,000 hectares of forest resources and 

biodiversity of the Poona Piagapo portion of Mt. Gurain by harnessing the Islamic 

environmental stewardship principles and the community’s culture, strengthening 

enforcement of protection policies and by providing support to alternative and 

sustainable livelihoods for the timber poachers. 

Increasing the environmental awareness of the community also helps in 

strengthening their support towards forest protection without compromising their 

culture and practices. EcoWEB also engaged in building the capacity of the community 

thru series of trainings that involves Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

Programs and Rainforest Alliance Certification for a sustainable farming system in a 

participatory manner and approach. 

One major hindrance to the progress of the watershed management program projects 

is the advent of recurring armed conflicts in the area. This has been overcome by the 

ongoing partnership with the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) in maintaining 

peace in the area as well participating in the Peace Process thru community dialogue 

and consultations. 
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