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Investor efforts to mitigate corporate im-
pacts on climate change took on renewed 
importance during 2015 as the issue rose 

to national prominence in light of  the upcom-
ing World Climate Summit in Paris this fall. 
In addition, 2015 saw the publication of  an 
environmental encyclical from Pope Francis, 
Laudato Si’, where the mandate for urgent 
action to protect our common home for future 
generations was made resoundingly clear, and 
the private sector was specifically called upon 
to do its part. 

In our historic and ongoing campaigns, 
faith-based and responsible investors made 
progress on many fronts, and succeeded in 
encouraging multiple corporations to set the 
standard on sustainability for their peers. In 
addition, ICCR published “Invested in Change: 
Faith-Consistent Investing in a Climate-
Challenged World”, a white paper which both 
memorializes past work and outlines strategies 
for our climate work going forward. “Invested 
in Change” is meant as a guide for responsible 
investors as they evaluate the many strategies 
available to proactively address climate change 
and promote green energy solutions through 
the management of  their portfolios.

This April, ICCR, along with Xavier Uni-
versity, hosted a two-day event in Cincinnati 
that built local capacity to tackle climate change 
among members of  the faith, investment, phil-
anthropic, NGO and academic communities. 
The event, Climate, Capital and the Power of  
Collaboration, consisted of  a panel discussion 
with local thought leaders and a workshop 
where participants explored how they could 
best leverage their talents and resources to 
make an impact on climate change.

This year ICCR members filed 67 climate 
change-related resolutions with companies in a 
variety of  sectors including energy producers/
providers, and energy consumers, including the 
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agricultural and food industries, big box retail-
ers, and the financial services sector, which 
underwrites energy projects. These proposals 
contain a variety of  “asks” including the set-
tings of  quantitative GHG reduction targets, 
the development of  climate risk assessments 
and climate management plans, and reviews of  
banks’ lending portfolios to mitigate carbon 
emissions and promote investments in green 
energy. In addition, companies were asked to 
disclose their lobbying and political spending 
activities to ensure that these investments  
don’t conflict with stated policies regarding 
climate change.

Achievements from this proxy season 
include commitments from several companies 
for the responsible sourcing of  palm oil, a 
management-supported shareholder proposal 
addressing climate impacts at European fos-
sil fuel companies Shell, BP and Statoil, and 
a record number of  companies leaving the 
American Legislative Exchange Council amid 
shareholder pressure due to its anti-environ-
mental lobbying.

On the policy front, ICCR members voiced 
support for the EPA’s Clean Power Plan and 
its recent proposed regulations on methane 
emissions.
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